
Public Meeting 1:
Interactive Flood 
Mapping Exercise 
& Resource Review

February 25, 2026

Source: Bristol DPW



• Project Overview

• Project Timeline

• Community Survey and Interactive 
Flood Mapping Exercise

• Resources

• Q&A

Meeting Agenda

Source: Stantec
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• Bristol has experienced persistent 

flooding 

• Bristol’s Department of Public Works 

received a CTDEEP grant to address 

the flooding. 

• As part of this effort, we’re:

• Exploring engineering and policy 

solutions to mitigate flooding within 

the City.

• Leading community emergency 

planning 

• Sharing household flood 

preparedness resources
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Source: Bristol DPW



P
R

O
J

E
C

T
 
O

V
E

R
V

I
E

W

Project 
Timeline
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Understanding existing 

flooding concerns
Building on mapping 

conducted by the City, and 

public input.

Preparing for sediment 
removal and improving the 

storm sewer system.

Revising ordinances to 
support flood-resilient, low-

impact development.

Emergency Planning
Individual Action Plan

Develop and prioritize 

potential flood mitigation 
projects.

Develop 
projects

• Conceptualize and 
prioritize 
interventions

Inform and 
prepare

• Community 
emergency planning

• Individual action 
planning

Review 
standards 

and 
ordinances

• Storm sewer design

• Development 
requirements

Analyze 
flood 

locations

• Existing mapping

• Public input



What have we 

analyzed so far?

• FEMA flood risk 

maps

• DPW site visit and 

walk-through of 

flooding hotspots

Community 
Flood Risk

Source: FEMA FIRMette Viewer

Source: ESRI, Stantec



We want to hear from you—Bristol’s residents 

and business owners—about your experiences 

with flooding. Why?

• A key step in reducing flooding throughout Bristol 

is understanding where flooding occurs. 

• Ground truthing flood maps with residents can 

highlight unmapped flooding issues, 

strengthening our analysis.

Community Survey and Interactive 
Flood Mapping Exercise

Source: Bristol DPW



The info you share 

with us will:

• Inform the 

community 

emergency plan

• Shape future 

project 

development

• Guide future 

outreach

What’s your 
flood experience?

How to provide input

We’re going to take a few 

minutes to complete a 

survey and add data to the 

interactive flood map.



• Share out – what locations did you add to the 

map?

• Were there any problem areas added by multiple 

people?

• Other Bristol residents/friends/neighbors whose 

input it would be good to get? 

• Any other thoughts or known flooding issues that 

can’t quite be captured on a map or survey?

Recapping the Exercise



• Over the next few slides, we’ll share 

resources for mitigating against, 

preparing for, responding to, and 

recovering from flooding and flood-

related emergencies.

• Links to these resources, and more, 

are available on the StoryMap 

website.

Resources

Source: Dept. of Veterans Affairs
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Prepare

Prepare Before

• Stay informed: sign up 

for emergency and 

weather alerts

• Tune in to local news

• Prepare a go bag

• Know your 

evacuation routes

Stay Safe During

• Do not walk or drive in 

flood waters

• Get to higher ground 

as soon as possible

• Disconnect 

electricity and gas

• Follow evacuation 

orders

Stay Safe After

• Stay away from fallen 

power lines

• Do not return home 

until declare safe

• Avoid contact with 

flood water

• Communicate with 

family

Prepare a Go-Bag

Source: American Public Health Association
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Respond
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Recover FEMA Assistance



Dry Floodproofing

Elevate Equipment
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Source: National Park Service

Mitigate

Building-Level Mitigation and Floodproofing

Wet Floodproofing

Elevate Home

Source: FEMASource: FEMA

Source: Enterprise Community Partners
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• Flood insurance can 

offset recovery 

costs caused by 

flood damage to a 

building and/or its 
contents. 

• Policy holders pay a 

premium. If a claim 

is made, policy 

holders also pay a 
deductible.

Insure

Flood Insurance: Share the Risk!

• Your homeowners insurance 

likely does not cover floods

• Almost one-third of NFIP flood 

insurance claims come from 

OUTSIDE high-risk flood areas.

• Federal disaster aid is not a 

safety net

• Flood damage gets expensive 

fast—even from small events

• Don’t wait until it’s too late—
there's usually a waiting period 

before coverage takes effect!



What’s Next?

Share additional info on existing 

flooding issues by March 15th:

• Share the survey and interactive 

mapping exercise link with your 

neighbors.

• Add other known flooding issues

• Email photos of flooding events you’ve 

experienced, along with the flood date 

and location, to 

Sonya.Sternlieb@Stantec.com

Upcoming Workshops (Early Spring)

• Individual Action Plan development

mailto:Sonya.Sternlieb@Stantec.com

	Slide 1: Public Meeting 1: Interactive Flood Mapping Exercise  & Resource Review  February 25, 2026
	Slide 2: Meeting Agenda
	Slide 3: Context
	Slide 4: Project Timeline
	Slide 5: Community Flood Risk
	Slide 6: Community Survey and Interactive Flood Mapping Exercise
	Slide 7: What’s your flood experience?
	Slide 8: Recapping the Exercise
	Slide 9: Resources
	Slide 10: Prepare
	Slide 11: Respond
	Slide 12: Recover
	Slide 13: Mitigate
	Slide 14: Insure
	Slide 15: What’s Next?

